
A Brief History of Ascension Memorial Church 
In the mid-nineteenth century, Dr. Joseph E. Bomer, a beloved local physician, and his wife, Caroline Elizabeth 
Hayes, started the spark that formed the first Episcopal Church in Ipswich.  They began with a small committed 
group of Episcopalians who held their first parish meeting on February 7, 1867. 

 
From the beginning of the church’s formation, members of the Appleton family have 
been a vital source of support.  The first to contribute was Daniel Fuller Appleton, a 
successful businessman, who served the church thirty-seven years until his death in 
1904.  In his obituary, he was remembered as “not only a man of wealth and influence, 
but also of sound judgment, practical common sense, keen intellect, and great ability 
…his benefactions to the town, church, and to charity were many and frequent.”   
 
Mr. Appleton was also a parishioner of the Church of Ascension in New York City and a 

brother-in-law to its Rector, The Rev’d John Cotton Smith.  Both these gentlemen and their families summered 
at Appleton Farms and thereby, through proximity, became inspired by the Bomer’s devotion and tireless work 
towards establishing an Episcopal Church in Ipswich.    
 
The Rev’d John Cotton Smith and his parish, known for their abundant generosity, 
offered a helping hand in fortitude, funding, and interior furnishings – the oak paneling 
and 18th century tablets of the Lord's Prayer, Apostles' Creed, and Ten Commandments 
around the altar are gifts from the Church of the Ascension in New York.   
 
Another parishioner of The Rev’d John Cotton Smith’s church, the great American 
architect James Renwick, Jr., offered to design the Episcopal Church in Ipswich in the 
Gothic Revival style for which he was famous. Among Mr. Renwick’s noted works 
include the Smithsonian Institute Building in Washington, D.C.; and in New York City, 
St. Patrick's Cathedral, St. Bartholomew's Cathedral, Grace Church, and All Saints' Roman Catholic Church.   

 
On October 26, 1869, Dr. and Mrs. Bomer’s dream for an 
Episcopal Church in Ipswich was realized as the cornerstone was 
laid by Bishop Manton Eastburn.  Construction of the church 
occurred throughout the 1870s, and it was not completed until 
1883 after a vigorous fundraising campaign honoring the 
memory of The Rev’d John Cotton Smith, who died in 1882.   
 
On June 21, 1883, the church was consecrated as a memorial for 
The Rev’d John Cotton Smith, changing its name to Ascension 
Memorial Church. By April 1895, the parish house was added.   

 
In 1960, the cornerstone of Boone Hall was laid, commemorating the life and ministry of 
The Rev'd C . Daniel Boone, 12th Rector of Ascension.  A mid-century modern building, 
Boone Hall consists of a gymnasium, large kitchen, and several meeting rooms. Boone 
Hall has long been a part parish life and the Ipswich community, having served as an 
extension of the Ipswich Public Schools and the Ipswich Family YMCA. 

 
Today, the interior of Renwick’s architectural gem in Ipswich has retained much of its 
original appearance. The Appleton Memorial Window, by John LaFarge, is a stunning 
example of his characteristic use of opalescent, colored and textured glass. In 2009, a 
restoration of the church’s exterior and historical palette of colors returned Ascension  
to its architectural roots of Gothic Revival.                                                                      
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